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Introduction  

 

Nenagh 

Nenagh is an attractive and bustling county town in North Tipperary. Originally a market town, Nenagh 

(Aonach Urmhumhan) is situated on the banks of the Nenagh River, which connects the town with Lough 

Derg to the west. The Town has a long history and a rich built heritage with the many fine buildings- 

Nenagh Castle (first decade of the 1200s), The Courthouse (1844), The Town Hall (1889), the Old Gaol 

(which now houses the Heritage Centre), St. Mary of the Rosary RC Church (1896), St. Maryôs Church of 

Ireland (1860) and much more. The many mature trees in and around the town, parks and public green 

spaces, schools and sports grounds, as well as, the Nenagh River provide space for nature within the urban 

environment, and contribute to the townôs natural heritage.  

 

 

 

The Action Plan for Nature in Nenagh sets out a list of projects, events and activities that will run over the 

next three years in the Nenagh area for the benefit of nature and wildlife, the environment, and the local 

community. This document is a óBiodiversity Action Planô for the Nenagh area.  

 

Biodiversity Action Plans 

Biodiversity Action Plans provide a framework for protecting, managing and/or enhancing natural heritage 

in the area through action led by the local community. The process of producing such a plan creates an 

opportunity to co-ordinate action among local groups, individuals, statutory bodies, and other organisations.  
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Many towns, like Nenagh, have active community-based groups such as Tidy Towns, schools, farming 

organisations, anglers, scouts etc. that work tirelessly for the benefit of their members and the community. 

The production of a local biodiversity action plan can help ensure that community-based projects will not 

have a negative impact on biodiversity, and may have positive impacts on nature, the natural environment 

and amenities in the area e.g. through raising awareness, habitat creation and/or appropriate habitat 

management.  

Biodiversity 

Biodiversity is the variety of all living things- plants, animals, microbes and fungi. Biodiversity also refers 

to the places where plants and animals live (habitats), and the complex interactions among living things (the 

web of life), and their relationship with the environment (ecology).  

The natural world (i.e. biodiversity) provides us with many essential ógoods and servicesô ï clean air and 

water, food, fuel, building materials, fertile soils, nutrient recycling, pollination, pest and disease control, 

medicines etc. Biodiversity sustains life on Earth. 

Biodiversity has many benefits for local communities by providing natural recreational amenities (e.g. parks 

and green spaces, walking and biking routes, picnic spots, places for fishing and angling), local educational 

resources and environmental protection. Allowing room for nature and wildlife in our towns and villages 

makes them more attractive and interesting, protects our environment, and improves our quality of life.  

 

Process to Produce the Plan 

Three public meetings were organised for interested individuals and groups in Nenagh in order to develop a 

biodiversity plan for the town (list of participants in Appendix 1). Dr Janice Fuller facilitated the production 

of the local biodiversity action plan. The objectives and actions of the plan were decided by the local 

community.  

 

Various agencies and environmental organisations were consulted as the plan was developed in order to 

learn more about biodiversity in the Nenagh area. The project to produce a local Biodiversity Action Plan 

for Nenagh was commissioned by Nenagh Town Council.  
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Nature and Wildlife in Nenagh 

 

The Nenagh River flows through the town and enters Lough Derg at Dromineer. Rivers, streams and 

associated wetlands are wonderful places for wildlife. Wet and watery places are usually teeming with 

insects in the summer. They therefore provide an abundant source of food for birds, fish and small mammals 

such as the elusive Otter.  

 

 

Nenagh River 

 

 

Nenagh River Walk 
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There is a lovely walking route along the Nenagh River that can be accessed at several points in Nenagh 

town: Bennettôs Bridge, Kyleeragh Bridge and Scottôs Bridge. The Nenagh River Walk is a wonderful 

natural amenity is a gateway into the countryside for the people in the town and visitors alike.  

 

The Nenagh River Walk is a place to relax and unwind and escape the hustle and bustle of the town. 

Walkers may spot a dipper or kingfisher zipping along the river, or a heron standing still patiently waiting 

for a tasty bite. Dragonflies, damselflies and snails love wet and watery places, especially where there is tall 

grassland with wild flowers.  

 

For those that want a longer walk, the Slí Eala Way (the Way of the Swan) starts at Scottôs Bridge. From 

here you can walk for another 10km along the banks of the beautiful Nenagh River to the historic village of 

Dromineer on the shores of Lough Derg. The Slí Eala Way is a designated National Linear Walk and is 

marked with green arrows.  

 

View from Nenagh Castle 

 

Trees form a valuable part of the urban landscape in Nenagh in terms of their aesthetic value and their value 

for wildlife. Trees bring life and colour and texture into built-up areas. There are several groups of fine trees 

along approach roads into the town. There are also mature trees associated with some of the iconic buildings 

in the town including Nenagh Castle, St. Mary of the Rosary, St. Maryôs Church of Ireland and the 

Courthouse.  
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View of St. Mary of the Rosary from Nenagh Castle 

 

The walk along the town bypass was planted with a rich variety of trees and shrubs, including many native 

species. Trees and shrubs provide cover and food for wildlife, especially birds and small mammals. The 

natural landscaping along the route also greatly enhances the walking experience by providing shelter, 

colour and interest.  

 

 

Rowan is planted along the bypass route 

 

Parks and green areas that have trees or water features or natural landscaping with flowers, are of value for 

nature and wildlife , as well as the local community. The new Town Park along the river will include features 

to enhance the biodiversity of the area. Plans are also afoot to establish a garden adjacent to the Castle Field 

(Gillôs Garden), which will greatly enhance the amenity value of the area and provide a small haven for 

wildlife  within the town. This garden will incorporate wildlife-friendly features. School grounds with 
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wildlife or vegetable gardens also provide a chance for children to interact with and enjoy nature and the 

natural environment.  

 

 

 

Blackbird and blue tit feeding on apples in school grounds 

 






















