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Introduction
Nenagh
Nenagh is an attractive and bustling county town in North Tipperary. Originally a market town, Nenagh
(Aonach Urmhumhan) is situated on the banks of the Nenagh River, which connects the town with Lough
Derg to the west. The Town has a long history and a rich built heritage with the many fine buildingsNenagh Castle (first decade of the 1200s), The Courthouse (1844), The Town Hall (1889), the Old Gaol
(which now houses the Heritage Centre), St. Mary of the Rosary RC Church (1896), St. Mary’s Church of
Ireland (1860) and much more. The many mature trees in and around the town, parks and public green
spaces, schools and sports grounds, as well as, the Nenagh River provide space for nature within the urban
environment, and contribute to the town’s natural heritage.

The Action Plan for Nature in Nenagh sets out a list of projects, events and activities that will run over the
next three years in the Nenagh area for the benefit of nature and wildlife, the environment, and the local
community. This document is a ‘Biodiversity Action Plan’ for the Nenagh area.

Biodiversity Action Plans
Biodiversity Action Plans provide a framework for protecting, managing and/or enhancing natural heritage
in the area through action led by the local community. The process of producing such a plan creates an
opportunity to co-ordinate action among local groups, individuals, statutory bodies, and other organisations.
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Many towns, like Nenagh, have active community-based groups such as Tidy Towns, schools, farming
organisations, anglers, scouts etc. that work tirelessly for the benefit of their members and the community.
The production of a local biodiversity action plan can help ensure that community-based projects will not
have a negative impact on biodiversity, and may have positive impacts on nature, the natural environment
and amenities in the area e.g. through raising awareness, habitat creation and/or appropriate habitat
management.
Biodiversity
Biodiversity is the variety of all living things- plants, animals, microbes and fungi. Biodiversity also refers
to the places where plants and animals live (habitats), and the complex interactions among living things (the
web of life), and their relationship with the environment (ecology).
The natural world (i.e. biodiversity) provides us with many essential ‘goods and services’ – clean air and
water, food, fuel, building materials, fertile soils, nutrient recycling, pollination, pest and disease control,
medicines etc. Biodiversity sustains life on Earth.
Biodiversity has many benefits for local communities by providing natural recreational amenities (e.g. parks
and green spaces, walking and biking routes, picnic spots, places for fishing and angling), local educational
resources and environmental protection. Allowing room for nature and wildlife in our towns and villages
makes them more attractive and interesting, protects our environment, and improves our quality of life.

Process to Produce the Plan
Three public meetings were organised for interested individuals and groups in Nenagh in order to develop a
biodiversity plan for the town (list of participants in Appendix 1). Dr Janice Fuller facilitated the production
of the local biodiversity action plan. The objectives and actions of the plan were decided by the local
community.

Various agencies and environmental organisations were consulted as the plan was developed in order to
learn more about biodiversity in the Nenagh area. The project to produce a local Biodiversity Action Plan
for Nenagh was commissioned by Nenagh Town Council.
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Nature and Wildlife in Nenagh
The Nenagh River flows through the town and enters Lough Derg at Dromineer. Rivers, streams and
associated wetlands are wonderful places for wildlife. Wet and watery places are usually teeming with
insects in the summer. They therefore provide an abundant source of food for birds, fish and small mammals
such as the elusive Otter.

Nenagh River

Nenagh River Walk
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There is a lovely walking route along the Nenagh River that can be accessed at several points in Nenagh
town: Bennett’s Bridge, Kyleeragh Bridge and Scott’s Bridge. The Nenagh River Walk is a wonderful
natural amenity is a gateway into the countryside for the people in the town and visitors alike.

The Nenagh River Walk is a place to relax and unwind and escape the hustle and bustle of the town.
Walkers may spot a dipper or kingfisher zipping along the river, or a heron standing still patiently waiting
for a tasty bite. Dragonflies, damselflies and snails love wet and watery places, especially where there is tall
grassland with wild flowers.
For those that want a longer walk, the Slí Eala Way (the Way of the Swan) starts at Scott’s Bridge. From
here you can walk for another 10km along the banks of the beautiful Nenagh River to the historic village of
Dromineer on the shores of Lough Derg. The Slí Eala Way is a designated National Linear Walk and is
marked with green arrows.

View from Nenagh Castle

Trees form a valuable part of the urban landscape in Nenagh in terms of their aesthetic value and their value
for wildlife. Trees bring life and colour and texture into built-up areas. There are several groups of fine trees
along approach roads into the town. There are also mature trees associated with some of the iconic buildings
in the town including Nenagh Castle, St. Mary of the Rosary, St. Mary’s Church of Ireland and the
Courthouse.
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View of St. Mary of the Rosary from Nenagh Castle

The walk along the town bypass was planted with a rich variety of trees and shrubs, including many native
species. Trees and shrubs provide cover and food for wildlife, especially birds and small mammals. The
natural landscaping along the route also greatly enhances the walking experience by providing shelter,
colour and interest.

Rowan is planted along the bypass route

Parks and green areas that have trees or water features or natural landscaping with flowers, are of value for
nature and wildlife, as well as the local community. The new Town Park along the river will include features
to enhance the biodiversity of the area. Plans are also afoot to establish a garden adjacent to the Castle Field
(Gill’s Garden), which will greatly enhance the amenity value of the area and provide a small haven for
wildlife within the town. This garden will incorporate wildlife-friendly features. School grounds with
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wildlife or vegetable gardens also provide a chance for children to interact with and enjoy nature and the
natural environment.

Blackbird and blue tit feeding on apples in school grounds
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Community Action for Biodiversity
Nenagh Tidy Towns
Nenagh has a thriving Tidy Towns group that have made a hugely positive impact on the town over the
years through their regular clean-ups and town enhancement projects. A long-established group, they meet
every Tuesday in the Railway Bar at 7.30pm and everyone is welcome to attend. Nenagh Tidy Towns
regularly collaborate on projects with other groups in the town such as the Men’s Shed, Rugby Club and
youth groups. People working on their Community Service also help out with Tidy Towns’ projects.
The Nenagh Tidy Towns group aim to enhance natural amenities and wildlife habitats in the town. A recent
project involves creating a biodiversity area in front of the Nenagh Recycling Centre on the Limerick Road.
A selection of fruit trees was planted and a hotel for bugs installed! Bug hotels provide a home for a wide
range of beetles, slugs and worms, which are attracted to the old and decaying wood that the ‘hotels’ are
built of. These wildlife venues are a great educational tool and fun to explore. This project is part of the
2013 Newspaper Community Project supported by the Nenagh Guardian.

Members of Nenagh Tidy Towns and helpers with the newly built bug hotel (photo: Tom Doherty)

Nenagh Community Garden Project
This objectives of the Nenagh Community Garden Project are to enhance the quality of life for those taking
part, to promote a healthier lifestyle and to provide participants with opportunities for social and personal
development. The garden includes polytunnels, vegetable beds and landscaped areas. The Community
Garden was officially opened by President Michael D. Higgins in 2012.
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Nenagh Community Garden

Virginia O’Dowd Cllr., Gerry Coffey and President Higgins at the opening of the Community Garden

Nenagh Community Allotments
The Community Allotments were established in 2009 and have gone from strength to strength every year.
The allotment plots were quickly snapped up and have been cultivated with great enthusiasm by many
individuals and families over recent years. The VEC run a horticulture classes for anyone interested in
learning more about growing veg. The allotments, situated off Conlan’s Road, provide people with an
opportunity to grow their own food, and to share ideas and knowledge. Numerous native trees have been
planted plus bushes and flowers to attract bees and other pollinators thus promoting biodiversity in the
allotments. Anyone interested in booking a plot for next year should phone 087-7857710.
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Nenagh Community Allotments

Schools
Many schools in and around Nenagh are participating in the Greenschools programme. This environmental
education programme aims to raise awareness among the school community of the importance of protecting
nature and the environment. Nenagh College, Nenagh CBS, St. Mary’s Primary Convent School, St. Mary’s
Secondary, Gaelscoil Aonach Urmhumhan, Nenagh Vocational School, St. Joseph’s CBS, St. Mary’s Junior
Boys School and Rainbow Preschool are all working to obtain green flags for various environmental themes.
St. Mary’s Primary Convent School received their 5th flag in 2013 for Biodiversity, which is a huge
achievement. Biodiversity projects that the various schools have worked on include planting flower bulbs,
developing school gardens, building bird boxes and planting trees.
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Action Plan for Nature in Nenagh
Project/ activity/ action

Project leader

Project Partners

Time
frame

1

Develop Town Park along the Nenagh River;

Town Council

Tidy Towns

On-going

Town Council

Tidy Towns,

Annual

include features to enhance biodiversity of the
Park.
2

Maintain and enhance natural heritage along the
Nenagh River Walk (e.g. planting native trees,

NTCC

cleaning up litter etc.)
3

Plant native trees and shrubs in and around the

Tidy Towns

town; protect existing trees

Town Council,

Annually

Residents Groups,
Schools

4

Run Annual Spring Clean

Tidy Towns

Town Council,

Litter has a negative impact on nature and

Schools, An

wildlife by causing pollution

Taisce, Residents

Annually

Associations
5

Put up, maintain and monitor bird nesting boxes

Tidy Towns

and feeders in suitable locations

Schools, Men’s

2013-

Shed, BirdWatch

2014

Ireland (Tipperary
Branch)
6

Develop plan for wildlife-friendly landscaping in

Town Council

OPW

Castle field and Gill’s garden
7

2013/
2014

Develop biodiversity section on the Nenagh.ie

Chamber of

webpage with information on local natural

Commerce

Town Council

2013

Tidy Towns,

2013

amenities, events and what you can do to protect
biodiversity.
8

Support biodiversity projects in schools and

Schools

youth organisations

Young Nenagh

-develop planting schemes;

Project, Irish

-build bug hotels

Wildlife Trust

-create wildlife-friendly school gardens

(Tipperary

-run schools bug hotel competition

Branch), An
Taisce
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9

Develop and maintain Biodiversity Garden (near

Tidy Towns

Town Council

2013

Tidy Towns

Town Council

2014

town Recycling Centre)
10

Develop nature trail along the Nenagh Bypass
highlighting natural features (e.g. trees, birds,
wildflowers)

11

Develop a wildlife-friendly sensory garden

Tidy Towns

Town Council

2014

12

Develop a Green Trail (with map) through the

Tidy Towns

Town Council

2015

Tidy Towns

Town Council

2014

Tidy Towns

Nenagh.ie,

2013-2016

town linking natural amenities (e.g. river walk,
Castle grounds, bypass walk etc.)
13

Promote responsible pet ownership
Uncontrolled dogs can disturb wildlife and dog
poo leads to pollution, as well as posing a health
threat

14

Promote wildlife-friendly gardening and
landscaping in the town

Nenagh Guardian,
Nenagh
Community
Garden,
Schools

15

Prepare a habitat map of the town identifying the
many natural features in and around the town

Tidy Towns

Town Council,

2014

Heritage Officer

(e.g. the river, groups of trees, green spaces,
parks etc.)

Monitoring and Evaluation
A group will be established to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the ‘Action Plan for Nature in
Nenagh’. They will meet at least twice a year in order to set annual goals and to review progress to date.
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Funding sources
Potential sources of funding that could assist with implementing actions in the plan include the following:

Fund/ Funding Body

Description

North Tipperary Leader Partnership

North Tipperary LEADER Partnership is responsible for
the delivery of a range of rural enterprise, social inclusion,
and community development initiatives in North Tipperary
(www.ntlp.ie)

The Heritage Council

The Heritage Council offer grants to community groups
and individuals for heritage projects every year. The
deadline for applications is usually in November but this
can change (none awarded in 2013). See their website for
details of the grant application criteria and application
process (www.heritagecouncil.ie)

Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership

This fund is administered by the Environment Section of

Fund

North Tipperary County Council; it promotes sustainable
development by assisting small scale, non-profit
environmental projects at a local level
(www.tipperarynorth.ie/environment/env_awa_la.html)

Environment Fund for Biodiversity Awareness

This grant was first offered in 2013. The main aim of the

Grant Scheme 2013

grant is to raise awareness and appreciation of biodiversity
and ecosystem services. It is administered through the
Biodiversity Policy Unit of the National Parks and
Wildlife Service. For more information contact:
biodiversitypolicy@ahg.gov.ie

NTCC = North Tipperary County Council
Town Council = Nenagh Town Council
OPW = Office of Public Works
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Biodiversity Resources
Table 1: Useful contacts

Name (Organisation/

Activities/ Expertise

Contact details

Responsible for the protection,

Limerick office

conservation and management

limerick@fisheriesireland.ie

of the inland fisheries resource

(061)300268

Individual)
Inland Fisheries Ireland

www.fisheriesireland.ie
BirdWatch Ireland (North

Promote conservation of birds

Tipperary Branch)

and their habitats; conduct

www.birdwatchtipp.com

surveys and organise
birdwatching events
Irish Seed Savers Association

Promote conservation of

www.irishseedsavers.ie

genetic crop resources; provide
advice and information about
native varieties of fruit and
other crops; sell fruit trees
The Heritage Council

Promote conservation and

www.heritagecouncil.ie

management of Irelands’
heritage; provide information
and advice to community
groups; also provide funding
for heritage projects
National Parks and Wildlife

Responsible for the protection

Service

of Ireland’s natural heritage,

www.npws.ie

particularly sites designated as
Special Conservation Areas,
Special Protection Areas,
Natural Heritage Areas, and
Nature Reserves etc., and
species of conservation
concern e.g. hen harriers.
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Table 2: Contacts/ information sources for implementing ‘Action Plan for Nature in Nenagh’

Action
1

2

Topic/ Activity



Information sources

Develop Town Park



County Heritage Officer, North Tipperary County Council



www.noticenature.ie/Walking_Trails_in_Ireland.html



See action 6



Inland Fisheries Ireland (www.fisheriesireland.ie)



Tree planting information

Maintain Nenagh River Walk

www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/heritage/pdfs/buds_of_the
_banner.pdf


www.noticenature.ie/Walking_Trails_in_Ireland.html



www.irishtrails.ie/National_Trails_Office/Publications/Trail
_Development/Guide_to_Planning_and_Developing_Recrea
tional_Trails_in_Ireland.pdf

3.

Plant native trees and shrubs



in and around Nenagh

Tree planting information
www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/heritage/pdfs/buds_of_the
_banner.pdf

4.

Annual Spring Clean



www.treesaregood.com/treecare/avoiding_construction.aspx



www.antaisce.ie



www.tipperarynorth.ie/environment/env_wasm_nat.html

5.

Bird boxes



www.birdwatchireland.ie/Default.aspx?tabid=270

6.

Wildlife-friendly landscaping



www.butterflyconservation.ie/wordpress/?page_id=33



www.rhs.org.uk/Gardening/Sustainable-gardening/Plantsfor-pollinators



www.rspb.org.uk/advice/gardening/wildlifefriendly_garden.aspx

7.

Website biodiversity section



www.nenagh.ie

8.

Schools and biodiversity



www.greenschoolsireland.org/_fileupload/biodiversity%20r
esources/Insect%20Hotel%20Habtitat.pdf



www.rte.ie/radio/mooneygoeswild/factsheets/naturegarden/

9.

Biodiversity Garden



See action 6 above

10.

Nature trail along Nenagh



Irish Wildlife Trust: www.iwt.ie

Bypass



Inland Fisheries Ireland: www.fisheriesireland.ie
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11.

Sensory garden



www.sensorytrust.org.uk/information/factsheets/sensory_ga
rden1.html



www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/teacherblog/2013/jun/13/build-sensory-garden-green-schools

12.

Green Trail through town



County Heritage Officer, North Tipperary County Council

13.

Responsible pet ownership



www.tipperarynorth.ie/environment/env_dog_poo.html



www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Environment/Litter/Sco
op_the_Poop_Litter_Leaflet.pdf

14.

Wildlife-friendly gardening



www.corkcoco.ie/co/pdf/692623273.pdf



See action 6 above



www.greenschoolsireland.org/_fileupload/biodiversity%20r

and landscaping
15.

Habitat map

esources/Habitat_mapping.pdf
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Appendix 1:
List of participants in development of the plan
Name
1

Brian Pope

2

Bridget White

3

Conor Delaney

4

Gerry Coffey

5

J Whelan

6

James O’Connor

7

Lalor McGee

8

Lorraine Treacy

9

Marcus O’Connor

10

Martin Langton

11

Matthew O’Meara

12

Mossie Finn

13

Nuala Kennedy

14

Patricia McKeogh

15

Peter Gleeson

16

Robert Percy

17

Sarah O’Callaghan

18

Seamus O’Brien

19

Shelia Walsh

20

Tom McKeogh

21

Vincent Gillick

22

Virginia O’Dowd
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